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“AMERICAN LIFE - Japanese exchange student experiences JAMS kid’ s lifestyle”
By NOAH ZUCKER
Rui is a 13-year-old exchange student from Japan who was with the Friendship Cities
program for two weeks. Two of the days he was in California, he spent them with one of our
very own eighth grader, Spencer Kagan. They went biking on the famous Santa Monica beach
path and enjoyed seeing muscle beach, climbing the ropes, and swimming in the Ocean.
Spencer also brought Rui to experience the JAMS eighth grade Science Magnet Camp that
went to the Science Center. Rui did not know English well so they communicated through
Google Translate. “l lucked out. Translation apps have gotten so good. Otherwise this
would’ ve been a nightmare.” said Spencer.
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